
The Shift Towards 
Standards-Based Report Cards



To provide evidence and feedback 
to students and their families on 
students’ progress towards meeting 
grade level standards.  

Purpose of Report Cards



Peer schools, surrounding communities, and the majority of 
districts throughout the state have or are in the process of 
moving into Standards based assessments, and creating a 
report card that reflects that shift. Some districts include:

● Montville
● Wayne
● Cedar Grove
● Fairfield
● West Orange
● Maplewood
● Hamilton

Neighboring Schools



● Provides a detailed and specific picture of 
student progress

● Improves the use of data to drive instruction
● Ensures consistency across classrooms and 

schools
● Aligns to Common Core State Standards
● Recognizes the value of noncognitive traits in 

21st century learners 

Rationale



Research supporting standards 
based report cards
● “A standards-based report card allows teachers to report on the 

adequacy of students’ academic achievement, as well as their attitudes, 
efforts, participation, and work habits. It provides parents with a more 
detailed picture of their child’s academic performance in school, as well 
as their school-related behaviors...Standards-based report cards typically 
break down each subject area or course into precise elements of 
learning. Reporting on each of these standards within each subject area 
gives parents a detailed description of their child’s achievement. A single 
grade of “C”, on the other hand, communicates little about the student’s 
specific strengths or particular learning difficulties. Standards-based 
grading thus facilitates collaborative efforts on the part of parents and 
educators to help students improve their performance” (Guskey & Jung, 
2006)



● http://www.ascd.
org/publications/educational_leadership/oct08/vol66/num02/Seven_Rea
sons_for_Standards-Based_Grading.aspx

● http://www.tritownschoolunion.com/sites/tritownsu/files/file/file/faq-
reportcards.pdf

● https://www.youtube.com/watch/?v=IG8ux0q_nX0

● http://www.naesp.
org/resources/2/Leadership_Compass/2006/LC2006v4n2a3.pdf
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● It will take collaboration and time
○ Common Assessments
○ Common indicators

● PD will reflect our increased expectations

● Paradigm Shift
○ Reflect on the use of multiple measures to indicate student learning
○ Increased student accountability and self awareness

● Parents will be afforded opportunities to ask questions and continue learning 
about the impact of standards on classroom engagements

What to expect when you raise 
your expectations





● Allow students more time to explore the 
content and demonstrate proficiency of 
standards.  

● Fewer marking periods provide more 
flexibility for teachers to pace the 
curriculum and promote student mastery of 
instruction.

● There will be an average of 60 days per 
trimester.  

Why Trimesters? 



Grading Key

Current 
Grading Key 
Grades 3-5

Draft
 Grading 

Key
Grades K-5



Key
4 - Consistently exceeds the standard

● The student consistently exceeds grade level standards and expectations.

● Performance is characterized by self-motivation and the ability to apply the skills with 
consistent accuracy, independence and a high-level of quality.

3 - Meets the standard
● The student consistently meets grade level standards and expectations. 

● Performance is characterized by the ability to apply skills with accuracy, independence 
and quality with minimal assistance. 

● This is an excellent level of achievement, and one that a student should be working 
toward as developmentally appropriate.



2 - Progressing Toward the Standard
● Student is progressing toward grade level standards and expectations.

● Performance varies in consistency with regard to accuracy and quality.

● Student requires additional practice and support.

1 - Not Meeting the Standards
● The student is not meeting grade level standards and expectations. 

● Additional instruction, practice and support is necessary to move toward grade level 
standards and expectations.

Key



Grading Key
Special Content Areas



 Out with the Old 
and In with the New

Our current report card 
generalizes indicators that limit 

the ability to individualize 
strengths and weaknesses of 

each child. 
The Standards Based report card content area is 
broken down into specific academic skills and 
knowledge, allowing parents to have detailed 
information about the skills that their child has 
acquired and where he or she may need additional 
instruction and support.



English/Language Arts

Indicators will now be skills 
based on grade specific 

expectations 

Current Draft Portion of ELA



Science: K-5 Indicators 

The Standards Based 
report card will 
assess skills that are 
aligned to the Next 
Generation Science 
Standards.  

Current Report Card



Social Studies: K-5 Indicators 

Current Report Card

The Standards Based 
report card will assess 
skills that integrate 
mathematics and 
english/language arts.



Non-Cognitive K-5 Indicators 

Non-Cognitive indicators will 
promote perpetual learning.  
Students will have the ability 
to reflect on their strengths 
and weaknesses as learners.  



Research indicates increased student achievement when 

students understand learning performance targets. 

How will this help your child?

From: 

“I think I am doing pretty well in math, 
but I get confused sometimes.” 

To: 

“I understand how to add and subtract 
multi-digit numbers, but I am still 
having difficulty because I need to 

work on my addition and subtraction 
facts.”


